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Abstract  

The integration of social media into English as a Foreign 

Language (EFL) learning has opened up new opportunities for 

vocabulary acquisition among students. This study explores 

students' perceptions of using the TikTok account @nofreeadi as a 

medium for learning English vocabulary. Using a qualitative 

descriptive approach, it involved twelve students from the English 

Education program. Data were collected through questionnaires 

and semi-structured interviews, then analyzed using thematic 

analysis. The findings revealed four main themes: ease of use, 

perceived usefulness, factors limiting acceptance, and user 

expectations. Students viewed TikTok @nofreeadi as an easy-to-use 

platform due to its short, clear, and interesting content, as well as 

its usefulness in supporting vocabulary learning through contextual 

examples. However, several limitations were identified, including 

the fast delivery of content, limited depth of explanation, and 

minimal interaction. Overall, the research results indicate that 

TikTok @nofreeadi serves as a fairly effective complementary 

medium for vocabulary learning, underscoring the importance of 

strategically integrating TikTok-based learning into formal English 

as a Foreign Language (EFL) instruction to enhance students' 

vocabulary development. 
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INTRODUCTION 

English has become an essential international language in the context of 

globalization, playing a central role in academic communication, technological 

development, and professional interaction. Proficiency in English no longer 

functions solely as a linguistic skill but as a gateway to global knowledge, 

educational mobility, and career opportunities (Kabooha & Elyas, 2018). 

Individuals with strong English competence are better positioned to access 
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information, participate in international discourse, and compete in an 

increasingly interconnected world (Abidah, 2024). 

Vocabulary mastery constitutes a fundamental component of English 

proficiency. Adequate vocabulary knowledge enables learners to comprehend 

texts accurately, express ideas clearly, and engage in meaningful 

communication. Vocabulary also supports the development of reading, writing, 

listening, and speaking skills, making it a core element in overall language 

competence. Studies consistently highlight that limitations in vocabulary often 

constrain learners’ ability to perform higher-level language tasks, particularly in 

academic contexts (Alim et al., 2025). 

Vocabulary-related difficulties remain evident among English as a 

Foreign Language (EFL) learners at the university level. Academic demands 

require students to read complex texts, participate in critical discussions, and 

produce formal written work in English. Insufficient vocabulary knowledge 

frequently restricts students’ comprehension and expression, leading to 

academic challenges and reduced confidence in using English. These limitations 

may also influence students’ preparedness for professional environments where 

English is required (Alqahtani, 2015). 

Traditional vocabulary learning practices continue to dominate many 

instructional settings. Memorization of word lists and direct translation are 

commonly applied despite their limited effectiveness in promoting contextual 

understanding and long-term retention. Such approaches often present 

vocabulary as isolated units rather than meaningful language resources, which 

may reduce learner engagement and motivation. As a result, vocabulary 

learning becomes mechanical and disconnected from authentic language use 

(Baleghizadeh, 2011). 

The increasing integration of digital technology into daily life has 

reshaped students’ learning preferences and habits. Social media platforms 

provide access to authentic language input, multimodal content, and informal 

learning opportunities that extend beyond classroom boundaries. Previous 

research has demonstrated the potential of platforms such as YouTube, 

Instagram, and Facebook Reels in supporting vocabulary learning and learner 

engagement through audio-visual and contextual exposure (Crystal, 2003). 

TikTok has gained particular popularity among university students due 

to its short-video format and interactive features. The platform combines visual, 

auditory, and textual elements in concise content, creating opportunities for 
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contextual language exposure (Faruq, 2025). Educational content related to 

English vocabulary, pronunciation, and language use has become increasingly 

visible on TikTok. Existing studies generally report positive learner responses 

toward TikTok-based learning, especially in terms of motivation and 

engagement (Hikmah et al., 2024). 

Current research on TikTok-assisted language learning tends to focus on 

the platform as a whole rather than examining the pedagogical characteristics of 

individual content creators. This approach overlooks the fact that educational 

value on TikTok is largely shaped by how content is selected, contextualized, 

and delivered (Yoestara, 2024). Different creators apply different instructional 

strategies, resulting in varied learning experiences for students. Limited 

attention has been given to learners’ evaluations of specific educational 

accounts, particularly those emphasizing contextual vocabulary use (Wayan et 

al., 2024). 

The TikTok account @nofreeadi presents an example of contextualized 

vocabulary learning through authentic materials such as podcasts, films, songs, 

and public figures’ speech. Vocabulary is introduced within natural contexts, 

allowing learners to observe how words function in real communication. The 

informal and humorous presentation style contributes to the account’s 

popularity among university students while maintaining relevance to everyday 

language use (Sundanis & Akbar, 2025). 

Empirical investigation into students’ perceptions of the @nofreeadi 

account as a vocabulary learning medium remains limited. Most studies on 

TikTok in English language learning have not addressed how learners perceive 

the educational quality of individual accounts or how specific content strategies 

influence perceived learning benefits. This absence indicates a clear research 

gap related to creator-specific analysis in TikTok-based vocabulary learning 

(Maria & Sujarwati, 2025). 

This study aims to explore university students’ perceptions of using the 

TikTok account @nofreeadi for acquiring and expanding English vocabulary. 

Students’ perceptions are essential indicators of engagement, motivation, and 

perceived learning value, all of which contribute to the effectiveness of informal 

digital learning environments. Understanding these perceptions provides 

insight into how contextualized vocabulary content on TikTok is received by 

learners (Laili et al., 2023). 
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The contribution of this study lies in its focus on a specific educational 

TikTok account rather than a general platform analysis. The findings are 

expected to enrich discussions on social media-assisted language learning by 

highlighting the role of creator-driven pedagogical practices. Practical 

implications may include guidance for students in selecting effective learning 

content, support for educators seeking to integrate relevant digital resources, 

and feedback for content creators aiming to improve the educational quality of 

their materials. 

The scope of the study is limited to students’ perceptions and does not 

measure direct vocabulary gains or learning outcomes. Despite this limitation, 

the study offers valuable insights into learners’ experiences with contextual 

vocabulary learning through TikTok and provides a foundation for future 

research employing experimental or mixed-method approaches. 

 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The integration of social media into English as a Foreign Language (EFL) 

learning has opened up new opportunities for flexible, student-centered 

teaching. Social media platforms allow students to access language input 

outside of formal classrooms and interact with content that reflects real-life 

communication. Through interactive features and multimedia formats, social 

media supports student engagement and facilitates exposure to language use, 

which is particularly beneficial for vocabulary learning. For students as adult 

learners, social media can serve as an additional learning medium that supports 

independent learning. When learners consider social media useful and easy to 

use, they are more likely to use it for educational purposes. Therefore, students' 

perceptions play a key role in determining the effectiveness of social media as a 

learning tool. 

TikTok is a video-sharing social media platform designed to enable users 

to create, edit, share, and consume various types of short-form audio-visual 

content. The app provides a range of creative features, such as adding music, 

visual filters, special effects, and lip-syncing, which support user expression 

and interaction (Cușnir, 2025). The design allows users to consume learning 

materials efficiently and repeatedly. In accordance with Dual Coding Theory  

by Clark & Paivio, (1991), The combination of verbal and visual elements in 

TikTok can improve understanding and memory retention, which supports 

good vocabulary mastery. TikTok content often displays examples of language 
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use in contextual situations, such as conversations, movies, or songs. This 

characteristic supports vocabulary learning because learners not only learn the 

meaning of words but also their use in everyday life. Innovative learning 

materials that are directly related to students' daily lives can significantly 

strengthen their intrinsic motivation to learn languages because they help 

students feel that what they are learning is relevant and useful for their daily 

lives. This is achieved through effective repetition, clear visual contexts, and 

entertainment, making the learning process more enjoyable and efficient. 

Student perceptions refer to how students interpret, evaluate, and 

respond to learning experiences and media. In the context of digital learning, 

student perceptions greatly influence their level of engagement and willingness 

to use certain technologies. Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) by Davis, 

(2015) explains that student acceptance of learning technology is determined 

primarily by perceptions of usefulness and perceptions of ease of use. In this 

study, students' perceptions of the TikTok account @nofreeadi were influenced 

by whether they considered the content useful for vocabulary learning and 

whether the platform was accessible and easy to understand. Positive 

perceptions encourage repeated exposure to vocabulary input, which supports 

vocabulary recognition, comprehension, and usage (Nation, 2013).Therefore, 

analyzing students' perceptions is crucial to understanding the educational 

value of TikTok-based vocabulary learning. 

Several previous studies have discussed the positive impact of using 

TikTok as a medium for learning English. For example, research conducted by 

Efivania et al. (2025)  at SMA Negeri 1 Mempawah Hulu on students' 

perceptions of the TikTok application in English learning using descriptive 

quantitative methods found that students consistently rated TikTok very 

positively, especially in improving vocabulary and pronunciation. In addition, 

TikTok was considered very easy to use, increased motivation, and made the 

learning process enjoyable. The main advantage of TikTok is that it facilitates 

flexible independent learning that can be accessed without space and time 

limitations. Then, research by Yanti & Priatmojo (2025) at SMP N 22 Semarang 

on the influence of TikTok on improving students' speaking skills. The method 

used was a quasi-experiment with a quantitative approach. The research 

revealed that the results obtained through pre-tests and post-tests showed that 

the group that used TikTok-based learning experienced a statistically significant 

increase. And lastly, research by Maria & Sujarwati (2025) on a population of 
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12th-grade high school students examined how TikTok videos can influence 

students' vocabulary mastery using a quantitative method with a quasi-

experimental design. The study found that through a comparison between the 

experimental group (using TikTok) and the control group (using worksheets), 

the group taught with TikTok achieved higher average post-test scores. Overall, 

these studies show that learning through TikTok has significant potential, 

especially in the context of English language learning. 

Previous studies have shown that TikTok is effective in improving 

students' English language abilities and skills. However, most of the existing 

research to date has used a quantitative approach that emphasizes measurable 

learning outcomes, while students' subjective experiences and perceptions have 

been less explored. In addition, previous studies have mostly focused on 

students at the secondary school level, such as junior high and high school, so 

that understanding of the perspectives of university students as adult learners 

with greater learning autonomy, digital learning preferences, and intrinsic 

motivation is still limited.  

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Qualitative methods are approaches that aim to explore and understand 

the meanings individuals or groups create This study focuses on exploring the 

subjective views of students in depth regarding the use of the TikTok platform, 

specifically the @nofreeadi account, as a medium for acquiring and enriching 

their  

This study employed a qualitative descriptive approach to explore 

students’ perceptions of using TikTok as a medium for English vocabulary 

learning, particularly the TikTok account @nofreeadi. According to Creswell 

(2023), Qualitative methods are approaches that aim to explore and understand 

the meanings created by individuals or groups regarding specific social or 

humanitarian issues.  

The participants involved in this study were 12 students enrolled in the 

Public Speaking course in the English Education program at PGRI Delta 

University. Participants were selected using purposive sampling based on 

certain criteria, such as being active EFL learners and having direct experience 

using or being exposed to TikTok content. A total of 12 participants was 

considered adequate for this study because the focus of the study was on data 

depth. According to Creswell (2023), in qualitative research, the determination 
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of the number and selection of participants is based on the need to obtain rich 

and meaningful data in order to understand the phenomenon in depth. The 

sample size is flexible and is determined by the achievement of data saturation, 

which is when additional data collection no longer produces new themes or 

significant information, so that the addition of participants is not necessary. 

The researcher served as the primary research instrument, supported by 

several data collection tools. The treatment involved three selected videos from 

the TikTok account @nofreeadi containing English vocabulary content, which 

functioned as stimuli to elicit students’ perceptions. Data were collected 

through a questionnaire distributed via Google Forms to obtain students’ 

general perceptions, followed by semi-structured interviews for deeper 

exploration. Photographs were also used as supporting visual documentation. 

The next step was data collection. Data collection was carried out in 

several stages. The pre-field stage included obtaining research permits, 

developing plans, and preparing research tools, including TikTok videos, 

questionnaires, and interview guides. During the field stage, participants were 

first informed about the purpose of the study before watching three stimulus 

videos in sequence, with each video played twice. After watching the videos, 

participants complete an online questionnaire in about ten minutes. Five 

participants are then selected for follow-up interviews. The interviews are 

conducted face-to-face, last about 10 to 15 minutes, and are audio-recorded 

using smartphones to ensure data accuracy, accompanied by photos for 

documentation.  

After the data has been collected, the researchers then proceed to analyze 

the data. The data obtained from the questionnaires and interviews is analyzed 

using thematic analysis. Thematic analysis (TA) is a method used to discover, 

evaluate, and understand patterns of meaning called themes found in 

qualitative data (Clarke & Braun, 2017). This process began with converting all 

questionnaire responses and interview recordings into text format to facilitate 

the analysis process. Next, the researchers familiarized themselves with the data 

by reading it repeatedly to understand its contents. The researchers then coded 

words, phrases, or sentences relevant to the research objectives. After that, the 

researchers conduct a Theme Search by grouping related codes into sub-themes, 

which then become the main themes. After that, the data found is reviewed to 

ensure its clarity and accuracy, which is then supplemented with descriptions 
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and in-depth interpretations from the researchers, accompanied by direct 

quotes from the participants. 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The data in this study consisted of the results of questionnaires and the 

results of interviews. Analysis of the data from both sources showed consistent 

and compatible results. Through thematic analysis, four main themes were 

identified that reflect participants' perceptions regarding the use of TikTok 

@nofreeadi in acquiring and enriching their English vocabulary.  

Table 1: Ease of Use 

Theme Sub-Theme Evidences  Representatives 
Quotes 

Ease of Use Short and 

engaging video 

format 

Students perceived 

short video duration 

as easy to follow and 

not cognitively 

demanding 

“Even though the 
video is short, it’s not 
boring and is 
interesting.” (R2) 

 Use of familiar 

contexts 

The use of movies, 

podcasts, and public 

figures increased 

students’ comfort 

and engagement. 

 

“I am a big fan of the 
Wednesday movie, so 
when it appeared in 
the TikTok content, I 
got really excited.” 
(P2) 

 Simple and 

concise 

explanation 

Students found the 

explanations 

straightforward and 

easy to understand. 

“The explanation is 
accurate and simple, 
the words are not 
complicated.” (P4) 

 Conversational 

language style 

The creator’s 

speaking style 

reduced learning 

anxiety and effort. 

“The way he 
explained things was 
like talking face to 
face, and the 
language was very 
easy to understand.” 
(R5) 

As presented in Table 1, students perceived TikTok @nofreeadi as an easy-to-

use medium for English vocabulary learning, particularly due to its short and 

engaging video format, familiar contexts, and simple explanations. 
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Table 2: Usefulness 

Theme  Sub-theme  Evidences Representatives 
Quotes 

Usefulness  Acquisition of new 

vocabulary 

Students reported 

learning new words 

through repeated 

exposure to the 

videos. 

“Yes, I learned a lot 
of new vocabulary, 
and my vocabulary 
improved.” (P3) 

 Understanding 

pronunciation  

Students gained a 

better understanding 

of pronunciation  

“From the video, 
everyone can learn a 
lot of vocabulary 
while also listening 
to how it is 
pronounced.” (R10) 

 Correction of 

misunderstanding

s 

The content helped 

clarify previously 

misunderstood 

vocabulary. 

“The video helped me 
understand words 
that I misunderstood 
before.” (P4) 

Table 2 shows that students considered TikTok @nofreeadi useful for English 

vocabulary learning, especially in terms of acquiring new vocabulary, 

improving pronunciation, and correcting previous misunderstandings. 

Table 3: Factors Limiting Acceptance 

Theme  Sub-theme  Evidences Representatives 
Quotes 

Factors 

Limiting 

Acceptance 

Fast speaking 

pace 

Some students 

experienced 

difficulty 

following 

explanations due 

to fast delivery. 

“Sometimes the tempo is 

too fast, so I can’t fully 
understand what is being 
explained.” (P4) 

 Limited depth 

of explanation 

Short duration 

limited detailed 

explanations of 

vocabulary 

“The explanatory context 
is incomplete.” (P2) 

 Lack of direct 

interaction 

Students could not 

ask questions or 

receive immediate 

feedback. 

“When we don’t 
understand the material, 
we can’t ask questions 
right away.” (P5) 

 

 

As illustrated in Table 3, several factors limited students’ acceptance of TikTok-
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based vocabulary learning, including fast speaking pace, limited depth of 

explanation, and the lack of direct interaction. 

Table 4: User Expectations 

Theme  Sub-theme  Evidences Representatives Quotes 

User 

expectations 

Longer or more 

structured 

content 

Students suggested 

extending the 

duration or 

organizing the 

material more 

systematically. 

“If possible, the video 
could be extended a little 
to make it longer.” (P3) 

 Collaboration 

with educators 

Students believed 

collaboration could 

enhance credibility 

and learning 

effectiveness. 

“It would be effective if 
the creator collaborated 
with English teachers.” 
(P5) 

Table 4 presents students’ expectations regarding the development of TikTok 

@nofreeadi, highlighting suggestions for longer or more structured content and 

collaboration with English educators. 

The findings show that students consider the content of TikTok 

@nofreeadi as an easy-to-use learning medium for learning English vocabulary. 

The short video format, clear delivery, and use of familiar contexts such as 

movie clips or public figures make the learning process more enjoyable, 

interesting, and easy to understand, thereby reducing the cognitive load on 

students. Students also feel that the short video format helps them maintain 

focus and makes the learning process feel more relaxed and less stressful. This is 

also in line with previous studies showing that TikTok is considered an 

accessible and easy-to-use learning medium that supports flexible and 

independent English language learning, allowing users to access learning 

content anytime and anywhere. These features make TikTok a user-friendly 

medium that effectively supports language learning outside of formal classroom 

settings (Efivania et al., 2025 ; Maria & Sujarwati, 2025).  According to the 

Technology Acceptance Model, ease of use plays an important role in 

determining whether learners are willing to adopt technology for learning 

purposes  (Davis, 2015).  

 

Through repeated exposure to TikTok videos from @nofreeadis’ account, 

participants experienced several benefits, such as helping them remember and 



     Yosefa Kaldista Tari, Lailatul Musyarofah, Siti Aisyah 

                                                   Students’ Perceptions of Using TikTok @Nofreeadi … 
 

205 
 

JED: Journal of English Development 

Volume 6, Number 1, February 2026 

 

learn new vocabulary effectively. Another benefit felt by participants is that 

they can understand the pronunciation of each new word that appears in the 

content. In addition, the content also explains the meanings of words that they 

previously misunderstood. This shows that the TikTok account @nofreeadi has 

considerable usefulness and benefits as a supporting medium in the vocabulary 

learning process. The integration of audio, visual, and contextual elements in 

TikTok greatly influences its benefits and usefulness, as in the dual coding 

theory, stated by Clark & Paivio, (1991) that learning is more effective when 

verbal and visual information are presented together. The use of vocabulary 

examples taken from movie scenes, podcasts, and public figures helps students 

understand how words are used naturally in everyday communication. In 

addition, repeated exposure to vocabulary through TikTok videos encourages 

vocabulary recognition and retention (Nation, 2013). Positive perceptions of the 

usefulness of the TikTok platform as a learning medium encourage learners to 

voluntarily revisit the content and reinforce vocabulary learning over time.  

Not only did participants provide positive feedback, but they also 

identified several factors that limited their learning experience. These factors 

included the speed of the content creator's speech, which was considered too 

fast, the limited depth of explanation due to the short duration of the videos, 

and the lack of direct interaction with the content creator. This is similar to the 

research conducted by Yanti & Priatmojo, (2025),  which found that short video 

formats limit the depth of content. This indicates that the vocabulary learning 

process on TikTok, particularly on the @nofreeadi account, is not yet fully 

effective, and the content requires attention and follow-up to improve its 

quality.  

Students provided suggestions or feedback for more detailed 

explanations, longer videos, and more structured content delivery. Some 

participants also proposed collaboration between content creators and English 

educators to improve the educational value of the content. Students' 

expectations for these improvements are a crucial factor in determining the 

future success of social media platforms such as TikTok. Students are active 

evaluators in assessing learning media, especially digital media. These findings 

suggest that TikTok-based vocabulary learning can be optimized when 

strategically integrated with classroom teaching. Educators can use TikTok 

content to introduce or reinforce vocabulary, while the formal learning 
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environment can provide space for interaction, discussion, more in-depth 

explanations, and opportunities for further practice. 

 
CONCLUSION 

The findings of this study indicate that, in general, students have a 

positive view of using the TikTok account @nofreeadi as an additional tool for 

learning English vocabulary. This positive view is driven by the ease of use and 

understanding of the content, as well as the perceived benefits, particularly 

through engaging short videos, the presentation of vocabulary in appropriate 

contexts, and the clear presentation of material that supports vocabulary 

recognition and understanding. On the other hand, this study highlights several 

limitations that affect the overall learning process, including the speed of 

material delivery, limited depth of material due to the short duration of the 

videos, and a lack of direct interaction. These limitations indicate that although 

TikTok provides significant support for vocabulary learning, this platform 

cannot completely replace structured teaching methods and interactive learning 

environments. Therefore, TikTok-based vocabulary learning will be more 

effective if it is strategically applied in conjunction with formal EFL teaching, 

where educators can provide clarification, more comprehensive explanations, 

and opportunities for interaction. 
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