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Abstract
The era of globalization has significantly influenced the mindset,
Article Information: behavior, and moral values of the younger generation. In this context,
Received :19-09-2025  education holds a crucial responsibility to balance technological
Revised :27-09-2025  progress with moral and character development. Teachers, as the
Accepted : 14-10-2025  central figures in education, are not only knowledge transmitters but
also moral role models who shape students’ personalities. This study
aims to analyze the role of teacher role modeling as an effective
strategy for fostering noble character in the face of globalization
challenges. The method used is library research, which involves
reviewing various scholatly sources such as books, journals, and
academic articles relevant to the topic. The findings reveal that teacher
role modeling has a significant impact on students’ character
formation through consistent behavior that reflects honesty,
responsibility, and discipline. Furthermore, the study finds that the
effectiveness of role modeling increases when teachers adapt their
moral approach to contemporary social and cultural contexts. In
conclusion, teacher role modeling not only shapes individuals with
Keywords: Teacher Role  noble character but also fosters a moral and spiritual culture within the

Model, Moral Character, school environment. The contribution of this study lies in

Globalization strengthening the character education model based on role modeling
that remains relevant within Islamic education systems in the global
era.

INTRODUCTION

The era of globalization has brought about major changes in various aspects of
human life, particularly in the social, cultural, and educational fields. Advances in
information technology have enabled communication and cultural exchange to occur
rapidly without spatial or temporal boundaries. This situation has exposed societies,
especially the younger generation, to a wide range of values and lifestyles from outside
sources without adequate filtering processes. While globalization offers many
conveniences, it also poses serious challenges to the preservation of moral and religious
values (Li, 2022). Therefore, education serves as the primary platform for preparing a
generation that is not only intellectually capable but also morally and spiritually strong.

The social changes triggered by globalization demand a high level of adaptability

within the education system. Students today learn not only from the school environment
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but also through digital media that provide unrestricted access to various forms of
information. This condition makes the role of education increasingly complex, as it must
instill moral values amidst the overwhelming flow of global information (Amaral et al.,
2024). In this context, educational institutions must strengthen character education to
ensure that students do not lose direction in determining life principles and values.
Character formation efforts require appropriate strategies that can respond to the
challenges of modern times without abandoning the nation’s cultural and religious heritage.

Within this framework, teachers play a highly strategic role as the vanguard in
shaping students’ personalities. Teachers are not merely responsible for transferring
knowledge but also serve as exemplars in attitude, morality, and ethics. The teacher’s role
modeling becomes a concrete example for students in internalizing virtuous moral values.
Through daily behaviors that reflect honesty, responsibility, and simplicity, teachers can
effectively instill positive values (Firdiansyah, 2024). Thus, role modeling becomes the most
natural and powerful medium in cultivating akhlakul karimah (noble character) within the
educational environment.

The teacher’s role modeling not only shapes individual character but also influences
the overall moral atmosphere and culture within the school. Schools led by teachers who
embody moral integrity tend to create a positive atmosphere that encourages students to
emulate similar behaviors. When students observe consistency between their teachers’
words and actions, trust and respect naturally emerge (Maria et al., 2024). This strengthens
the emotional bond between teachers and students, making moral messages more readily
accepted. Hence, character education based on role modeling proves to be more effective
than purely verbal or instructional approaches.

In the midst of globalization challenges that test the moral compass of the younger
generation, teacher role modeling stands as a highly relevant and effective strategy for
fostering noble character (Alimin & Muzammil, 2020). Teachers should not merely deliver
moral advice but must also demonstrate behavior consistent with the values they teach.
Consistency between speech and action becomes a living form of moral da’wah that
students can witness in daily life. Through such examples, education does not only produce
academically intelligent individuals but also those with integrity, empathy, and strong
spiritual awareness. Thus, the cultivation of akhlakul karimah through teacher role

modeling represents a vital solution to the moral challenges of the globalized era.
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Although teacher role modeling has long been recognized as a key factor in shaping
students’ character, its application in the age of globalization faces increasingly complex
challenges. Social change and technological advancement have shifted students’ value
orientations, making teachers no longer the sole sources of moral exemplars. Many
students today are more influenced by public figures on social media who may not
represent virtuous moral values (Hadiye & Rusen, 2024). This situation often diminishes
the impact of teachers’ moral messages, leading to a gradual weakening of their role as
primary moral figures amid modern value transformations.

At the same time, many teachers struggle to maintain their exemplary conduct due
to increasing social and professional pressures. Administrative burdens, academic
performance demands, and economic pressures often cause teachers to lose focus on moral
cultivation. Meanwhile, the behavioral shifts among students who are more critical and
inclined to emulate modern lifestyles require a more adaptive moral approach. Teachers
must not only be moral role models but also communicators who can convey values in
ways that resonate with the contemporary youth. However, many educators still lack
concrete strategies for maintaining moral authority amid these changing social paradigms.

Furthermore, there remains a gap in understanding how teacher role modeling can
be systematized and applied effectively as a strategy for fostering noble character in the
global era. Previous studies have mostly discussed the importance of role modeling
conceptually but have rarely elaborated on its practical implementation or measurable
impact within the context of globalization. In fact, a deeper understanding of the
mechanisms and effects of teacher role modeling is essential for strengthening character
education in schools. Therefore, further research is needed to explore the forms, processes,
and effectiveness of teacher role modeling in confronting global moral challenges. A more
focused and contextual study could yield adaptive and sustainable strategies for developing
students’ character in the modern world.

While many previous studies have examined the role of teachers in character
formation and moral education, most remain theoretical and general. Research specifically
addressing how teacher role modeling functions amid social changes brought by
globalization remains limited. Yet, global dynamics have introduced new challenges to the
effectiveness of character education, particularly as traditional moral values compete with

the rise of instant popular culture (Salsabilah et al., 2021). Therefore, it is essential to
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reexamine the teacher’s role modeling through a contextual lens aligned with modern
societal conditions.

This study seeks to explore concrete and applicable strategies to strengthen teacher
role modeling in fostering students’ noble character. Role modeling is not merely a
personal attribute of teachers but a pedagogical approach that must be consciously
designed and implemented in the educational process. Thus, teachers are expected to serve
as living embodiments of moral values that remain relevant amid global challenges.
Through this study, it is expected that an ideal yet practical framework for moral
development will be formulated one that is both normative and effective in real-world
educational practice.

The main objective of this study is to fill the knowledge gap regarding how teacher
role modeling can be utilized as a strategic approach to character development in the era of
globalization. This research explores the forms, processes, and tangible impacts of teacher
role modeling on students’ moral life. The findings are expected to provide theoretical
contributions to the development of character education concepts while offering practical
guidance for educators. Hence, this study not only addresses academic discourse but also
provides real solutions to the moral challenges faced by the younger generation under the

influence of globalization.

METHOD

The research method employed in this study is library research. Library research
refers to a method of investigation conducted through reviewing and analyzing various
written sources such as books, scientific journals, articles, research reports, and other
relevant documents (Abdullah, 2025). This method focuses on the collection of data and
information from existing literature without involving direct fieldwork. The primary aim of
this approach is to gain a comprehensive understanding of theories, concepts, and previous
research findings related to the topic of teacher role modeling and the cultivation of
akblaknl karimah (noble character) in the era of globalization.

In implementing this library research, the researcher selected relevant and credible
literature sources, including both classical and contemporary works. The analysis process
involved identifying the main ideas from each source and linking them to the core issues
raised in this study. This analytical step aims to construct a holistic understanding of how

teacher role modeling is viewed from various scholarly perspectives, particularly in the

Copyright © 2025 Journal of Research in Islamic Education | 763



Teacher Role Modeling as a Strategy for Fostering Noble Character in the Era of
Globalization
Saifannur

context of Islamic education and character formation. Consequently, the analysis is not
merely descriptive but also critical and reflective toward the existing conceptual
frameworks.

This method enables the researcher to build a solid and argumentative theoretical
framework in explaining the role of teacher role modeling as a strategy for fostering
akblakul karimah. Through systematic literature exploration, the researcher can identify
theoretical gaps and discover opportunities for developing more relevant concepts in
response to the challenges of education in the global era. Moreover, the analytical synthesis
derived from various sources serves as the foundation for formulating scientific
conclusions and insights.

Thus, this study is expected to provide a conceptual contribution to the
development of character education theory based on teacher role modeling, as well as serve

as a reference point for future research.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Teacher role modeling constitutes one of the main pillars in cultivating akblakn!
karimah (noble character) among students amid the intense currents of globalization. In
various Islamic educational literatures, teachers are positioned as central figures who not
only deliver knowledge but also radiate moral values through their attitudes and behavior.
Teacher role modeling is regarded as the most effective form of education since students
tend to imitate real actions more readily than merely listening to verbal advice. In the
modern context, where global values often blur moral boundaries, teachers as moral
exemplars serve as fortresses that protect students’ moral and spiritual identity (Arniah &
Rifa, n.d.).

Teachers who demonstrate consistency between words and actions exert a stronger
influence on students’ character formation. Students tend to assess a teacher’s honesty and
integrity based on tangible behaviors rather than theoretical instruction. When teachers
behave in accordance with the values they teach, it fosters trust and respect among students
(Romualdi & Kumalasari, 2022). In such circumstances, the internalization of moral values
occurs naturally, without coercion. Therefore, role modeling becomes the most effective
moral communication medium within the educational setting.

Teacher role modeling not only affects individual students but also helps to create a

positive moral atmosphere within the school environment. Schools that embody a culture
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of morally upright teachers tend to nurture discipline, mutual respect, and a sense of
responsibility among students. This condition strengthens social relations and harmony
within educational institutions. Role modeling thus functions as a moral energy that spreads
collectively, shaping positive habits and ethical norms. Consequently, moral development
through teacher role modeling operates not only at the individual level but also systemically
across the educational ecosystem (Cees, 2008).

Teacher role modeling should also be accompanied by pedagogical awareness.
Being a role model is not merely about demonstrating good behavior but understanding
how such conduct can serve as an effective medium of education. A teacher who is aware
of this pedagogical function can design learning processes that cultivate moral values
without appearing didactic or moralistic. For instance, teachers may demonstrate fairness,
patience, and humility in daily interactions with students. This approach helps students to
petceive morality not merely as abstract knowledge but as a lived practice (Rifma, 2010).

A review of relevant literature emphasizes that in the era of globalization, teacher
role modeling must transform into a more adaptive educational model. One of the major
challenges of modern times is the shift in moral exemplars, as students increasingly look up
to figures on social media and popular culture (Mahara, 2023). This shift demands that
teachers act not only as traditional moral icons but also as communicators of values who
can engage meaningfully with the digital generation. Teachers need to bridge Islamic moral
values with contemporary demands by displaying wisdom, empathy, and digital literacy. In
doing so, teacher role modeling remains both relevant and resonant for today’s youth living
in a globalized environment.

Moreover, the success of teacher role modeling is greatly influenced by the
teacher’s integrity and spirituality. Teachers who maintain a balance between intellectual
intelligence and spiritual depth are more capable of embodying authentic moral behavior.
True moral example cannot be fabricated it emerges from a complete and sincere
personality dedicated to their professional mission (Imron, 2016). Religious and spiritual
values, therefore, serve as essential foundations supporting teachers’ behavior amid the
complexities of modern education. Hence, spiritual development for teachers must be
considered an inseparable component of moral education strategies.

Teacher role modeling strengthens the effectiveness of character education based
on Islamic values. When teachers integrate Islamic principles such as honesty (sidg),

trustworthiness (amanah), and compassion (rabmah) into their teaching practice, students do
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not merely learn about morality in theory but experience it in daily life. Such educational
experiences leave a lasting moral imprint on students. Therefore, learning through role
modeling represents the most concrete and holistic approach to building Islamic character
in the age of globalization.

Educational institutions that embed role modeling as part of their school culture
tend to demonstrate more successful outcomes in moral education. Moral values are not
treated as supplementary lessons but are integrated into every aspect of school life from
regulations and social interactions to evaluation systems. Teachers, principals, and all
educational personnel bear collective responsibility for exhibiting exemplary conduct. This
collective approach transforms the school into a moral environment that holistically
supports character development (Sopian, 2016).

One of the main challenges in implementing teacher role modeling lies in the
inconsistency between ideals and actual behavior. Many teachers possess high moral
awareness but fail to demonstrate it consistently due to economic pressures, administrative
burdens, or social stressors. This creates moral ambiguity, potentially diminishing the
teacher’s authority and credibility in the eyes of students. Therefore, professional
development must not only emphasize academic competence but also strengthen teachers’
moral resilience and emotional stability. Such comprehensive development enhances the
effectiveness of role modeling in character education.

The cultivation of akblakul karimah through teacher role modeling yields long-term
effects on students’ personality formation. Moral values instilled through real-life examples
tend to endure and influence students’ social lives in the future. Students who grow up in
an educational environment filled with moral exemplars are more likely to develop
empathy, responsibility, and honesty. Hence, teacher role modeling not only produces
academically competent students but also morally grounded individuals who contribute
positively to society.

From the findings above, it can be concluded that teacher role modeling represents
an effective, relevant, and sustainable strategy for cultivating akblakul karimah. This strategy
does not rely on sophisticated technological tools but rather on moral sincerity and
behavioral consistency. A teacher who positions themselves as a true role model becomes
an authentic source of moral inspiration for students. In the midst of globalization,

characterized by value disorientation and moral relativism, teacher role modeling emerges
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as a tangible solution to realign education with its noble purpose to shape human beings
who are knowledgeable, faithful, and virtuous.

The author’s analysis reaffirms that teacher role modeling is not merely a moral
necessity but also an educational strategy rooted in the humanization and spiritualization of
learning. Role modeling harmonizes knowledge and action, theory and practice, as well as
speech and behavior. In the author’s view, a teacher who embodies exemplary conduct
represents a form of “living education” education that transcends words and materializes
into inspiring actions. Therefore, strengthening teacher role modeling must become a
priority within modern education systems to ensure that the cultivation of akblakul karimal

continues amid the dynamic flow of globalization.

CONCLUSION

This study concludes that teacher role modeling constitutes the most effective
strategy for cultivating akblakul karimah (noble character) among students in the era of
globalization. Through exemplary conduct, moral values are not merely delivered
theoretically but are embodied in real life behaviors that students can observe and emulate.
This demonstrates that character education centered on the teacher figure fosters students’
moral and spiritual awareness at a profound level. Hence, role modeling becomes the very
essence of education that truly humanizes individuals.

The findings also reveal that the success of moral development through role
modeling greatly depends on the consistency and integrity of teachers in carrying out their
roles. Teachers who can integrate Islamic values with modern professional attitudes are
better equipped to guide students in facing moral challenges in today’s globalized world.
When teachers exhibit behavior consistent with their words, trust and respect naturally
grow among students. This dynamic creates a harmonious and transformative educational
climate that positively shapes students’ character development.

The contribution of this study lies in reinforcing the concept of character education
based on role modeling as a relevant and contemporary model of moral formation. This
research provides both a theoretical foundation and practical guidance for educational
institutions to integrate the principle of role modeling into all aspects of learning. Beyond
enriching the academic discourse on Islamic education, the findings also serve as a
reference for teachers to design learning strategies that balance knowledge, faith, and

morality.
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Therefore, this study is expected to strengthen the orientation of education toward
forming a generation of morally upright individuals who embody the values of i/
(knowledge), zman (faith), and akhlag (virtue) amid the complex moral challenges of

globalization.
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